demel France, Great Britain, Germany, and the Netherlands, which could collectively be called the core countries of the European Enlightenment, to which we may add such countries as Sweden, Switzerland and the British colonies in North America, the future United States, as peripherals. To the best of my knowledge, no scholar from any other country belonging to the so-called "West" has made a major contribution to this debate.5
In my view, two generations can be distinguished at this time. The first consists of the "founding fathers" of racial theories. These were the naturalists Linnaeus, Buffon, and Camper, to whom I would add the philosopher Kant, who also was born in the first quarter of the eighteenth century and who offered the first precise definition of "race" in 1775. The other generation was formed by men born after 1750 who built their conceptions on the theories developed by their predecessors, adopting, modifying and partly rejecting them. Based on this distinction, I will attempt to sketch an answer to the following questions: First, which racial ideas concerning East Asians were developed and disseminated by the "founding fathers"? and second, what was the (changing) place East Asians occupied in the taxonomies constructed by the main (or at least some of the main) contributors to the debate on race of the following generation?
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